
 

March 14, 2020 

Dear K-1-2 Families,  

I hope you are enjoying the day. I took my dog for a walk and plan to garden later today. There are already tulips 
breaking through the ground! I also spoke to both of my children who live in New York City. I am appreciating the 
beauty of the world and connecting with those whom I love deeply. 

Because the school will be closed for the next two weeks, as a school, and as a K-1-2 team, we are committed to 
continuing to provide an educational program for your children. Yesterday the K-1-2 teachers met to create a 
Home Learning plan. Here are the details of the plan: 

Home Learning plan based on our goals for learners  
While the home learning experience will not replicate the wonderful learning that happens each day in your 
child’s classrooms, we have designed a program to help your child learn and grow, anchored in our 7 goals for 
learners and honoring our school’s vision statement of developing life-long learners, prepared to make a positive 
difference in the world. 

Home Learning Plan based on our beliefs about how children learn  
As mentioned in Tim’s letter yesterday, the program is designed to focus on the core tenets of Stanley’s 
philosophy, prioritizing student-teacher connection, student agency, choice, flexibility, experiential learning, and 
equity. For learners, particularly young children, their doing and thinking, and making sense of their world, what is 
happening in their lives, is often done through play. Not only is this time for unstructured play important, 
research tells us that is essential to the development of a child’s cognitive and social/emotional skills. Key to this 
home learning endeavor is a belief that children should not spend their whole day in front of screens. To that end, 
you can support us by ensuring your children are not spending the lion’s share of their time online or in front of 
screens, encouraging play and experiential learning. 

Home Learning Activities Page  
Attached to this email is a Home Learning Activities page, which provides your children some ideas for what they 
might like to do at home as scientific explorers, mathematicians, household helpers, engineers, and/or earth 
ambassadors. The activities are just ideas, the children can come up with their own. We look forward to hearing 
about all that they are doing! 

Home Learning Packet  
Yesterday the children and teachers assembled a bag of Home Learning materials. In this bag, there are Just Right 
Books that the children can read, a math book, a handwriting book, a writing/drawing journal and some markers 
and pencils. If your child chooses to practice handwriting, please have them just work on a page a day. The focus 
of handwriting practice is to focus on good posture, good grip and proper formation. The purpose is not to race 
through the workbook!  

If your child was not at school yesterday, if you would like, you may pick up this bag of materials at the front desk 
on Monday between 8-12. If you need to pick up anything from your child’s cubby, please do so between 8-12 on 
Monday. The school will be closed from Tuesday, March 17th until Tuesday, April 7th. 



 
Reading Everyday 
A key component of the Home Learning program is reading. We ask that your child reads each day. Research does 
show that the more you read, the better you get; therefore, we are asking every child to read. We ask 
kindergarteners to read for at least ten minutes, first graders for at least fifteen minutes and second graders for 
at least twenty minutes a day. In the Home Learning materials bag, there is a Just Right Book bag, which includes 
books from the classroom that the children can read independently, to a sibling, or to you. For children who are 
receiving extra support at school in reading and have a Learning Ally or Lexia account, they may choose to engage 
in one of these options for their reading time.  
 
Many of the children went to the library on Friday morning and checked-out a stack of books. I would guess that 
the children will not be able to read these books on their own, but will need you to read them to them, if you 
choose. When we return to school if your child could return the library books to Allan in the library and the Just 
Right books and book bag to the classroom, we would appreciate it! If the books get mixed up, you can just return 
them all to the classroom and we will sort them out.  

Connection with Teacher  
Perhaps it goes without saying, but these are uncharted waters for schools and for faculty, we have chosen to 
prioritize, to the best of our ability, the core of what makes Stanley so special: the relationships between children 
and adults.  

On Monday one of your teachers will reach out to you to figure out how and when is best to communicate with 
your child for about 10 minutes/day, Monday through Friday each week for the next two weeks. We are hoping 
that if possible this communication between the teacher and child can occur between 8-3. 

Starting on Tuesday, a teacher will contact your child at the designated time. This daily conversation will serve 
multiple purposes. First, as Stanley values social-emotional care, we want to make sure your child has a point of 
contact here at school to check in with about how they are navigating these times. As always, their health and 
well-being is of the utmost importance. Secondly, we hope this conversation can serve to allow children to 
practice conversing with adults, telling them about their day and allowing them to advocate for themselves about 
what they are learning and pursuing at home. We hope these daily conversations can strengthen and deepen 
your child’s connection with their teacher and provide an opportunity each day for them to share with a teacher 
what they have been learning and focusing on at home. We realize that young children may not be adept at 
talking on the phone or facetiming. With time and practice, we are confident they will get better!  

Community  
The strength of any community is the people in it, and that has never been more true than now. I have great 
confidence in Stanley’s people to come together, while physically apart from school and one another. At this 
point, we have organized for your teachers to continue to connect with your children and to send a weekly 
update to the community of families in the classroom. If I can be of support to you or your children, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to me as well.  

We realize that this Home Learning program is not perfect and does not capture all that is Stanley. We hope it 
does not have to last for very long, and we are all able to return to our wonderful community soon. We ask that 
everyone presume positive intentions, stay positive, and give grace as we navigate this new ground.  

Thank you for all of your support, stay safe, and be well!  

With much love, 
Joanna 



 
Joanna Hambidge 
Head of K-1-2 
The Stanley British Primary School 
303-360-0803 ext.160 
Joanna.hambidge@stanleybps.org 
 
 
The educational philosophy of Stanley British Primary School is based on a philosophy of life: we hold that each 
human being is unique and significant and has a positive contribution to make to the life of the community and 
the progress of humankind. 
 

Our Seven Goals for Learners: 
 

1) Self-Awareness – including Self-Advocacy and Confidence in one’s beliefs and abilities 
 

2) Collaboration – working with, and striving to understand, others, including Cooperation, Communication, 
and Empathy  

 
3) Respect – as well as Appreciation, for one’s role as a responsible community member 

 
4) Curiosity – including Creativity, Risk-taking, and the Ability to Think Anew 

 
5) Perseverance – finding success through hard work and internal motivation 

 
6) Academic Resourcefulness – Problem-solving, Critical Thinking, Applying skills and concepts 

 
7) Joyful, Lifelong Learning – finding fulfillment in pursuing one’s passions 

 



Home Learning Activities 
Each day, participate in a literacy activity and an activity from one of the 
following categories (The activities are just ideas... You can come up 
with your own!)  

Literacy: Please choose one literacy activity to do each day. You can 
choose to read more if you would like J  
Options: Read a book, Lexia or Learning Ally  
K’s-10 minutes, 1’s-15 minutes & 2’s – 20 minutes 
 

Mindfulness: practice your breathing, do a body scan, listen to a guided 
meditation, sit in a quiet spot and take 10 deep breaths, listen for the 
quietest sound in the room, do any mindful activity you have practiced in 
your class	

	

Physical Activity: play outside; go for a walk; walk your dog; do jumping 
jacks/ squats/toe touches/ jump rope; play soccer/ football/ dance/ 
karate or do gymnastics at home! 

	

Acts of Kindness: draw a picture for a friend, tell someone you love them 
and why, make someone a card, cook something for someone, give 
someone a compliment, play with a family member, write a thank you 
letter to a neighborhood helper (mail deliverer, your doctor, your vet, 
your dentist)  

 

Creative Expression: make some art (draw, paint, color); play an 
instrument; write a letter to someone, write or sing a song, perform a 
play, act out poetry, sew or knit something, make up a dance/try a new 
move. 

	



	

Scientific exploration: find something from nature to share with your 
class when we return; do a science experiment, observe an animal in the 
wild, take a nature walk, do kitchen science, do a scientific drawing, 
research something you are interested in. 

	

Mathematics/ Engineering: play a board game; play a card game; build 
something with blocks/ legos/ sticks; do a puzzle (take a picture of your 
creation!), play with dice, count how many of a certain item you have in 
your house, write and solve a story problem, baking and cooking OR 
complete a couple of pages in math book.	

	

Earth Ambassador: pick up trash outside, help with your compost, have 
an electricity free evening, plant flowers, have dinner by candlelight, 
clean up a park, check your recycling, water the plants. 

	

Free writing: write a story; write a letter to a classmate; write a letter to 
someone; write a thank-you note; write a to-do list; write a poem; write 
in your journal/write news in your journal; practice your handwriting in 
your handwriting book.  

	

Household Helper: put away dishes; feed your pet; put your laundry in 
the basket; set the table; make your bed; take out the trash, organize an 
area in your house, vacuum, wipe the counters, pack your lunch or snack 
for the next day.	

ENJOY!! 
	


